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CPI
 TO
 REDUCE
 PENSIONS
) (
NINE PENSIONERS DIE EVERY HOUR FROM THE 
COLD
) (
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
February 3rd 2011
CWU Retired Members Conference at CWU Headquarters 
Wimbledon
 
London
March 26
th
 2
011
TUC March and Rally Against the Cuts in 
Hyde Park
 
London
May 23
rd
 – 27
th
  2011
CWU Annual Conference at BIC 
Bournemouth
 
June 14
th
 – 16
th
 2011
NPC Pensioners Parliament at the Winter Gardens 
Blackpool
  
)

Date:  
 (
   Shortly after taking office the coalition announced that future State Pension and Benefit rises would be decided according to the Consumer Price Index (CPI) instead of the historically higher Retail Price Index (RPI). Over time this would have the effect of a reduction 
of 10% in 
value over a 5 year period .
   Realising how useful this would be in reducing their pension liabilities some private compan
ies e.g. BT decided to switch to CPI (reducing their pension debt by £2billion).
   Mindful of the similarities of the Post Office Scheme and a possible successful sell-off of Royal Mail CWU HQ wrote to both Royal Mail and the Pension Trustees stating the case for retention of RPI for members of Sections A & B. Section C (POPS) has a clear linkage to RPI. There has been no response at the time of writing.
   CWU HQ are committed to using every and all means up to and including legal action to oppose any change to the BT and Royal Mail schemes.    
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) (
   
Figures from the Office for National Statistics show that 25,4
00 pensioners died between Dec. 2009 & March 2010 in 
Eng
land
 &
 
Wales
 as a result of cold related illnesses
.
   The bulk of these cold related deaths affected those aged 75 and over (81% of the total).
   Whilst lower than the previous 36,700 in 2008/9 the total still represents a death rate of nine pensioners an hour during the 4 month period in question.
   Winter has arrived early. The heaviest
 
snowfall and coldest temper
atures for Nov. & Dec. for 30
) (
years. No let up in the bad weather is forecast.
   Millions of older people also have to face rising fuel bills as three of the bigges
t energy companies have already 
announ
-c
ed price rises 
that average 9% 
(the others are sure to follow. Ed.
).
   Despite this the coalition has said it wants to cut WFA (winter fuel allowance) next year from £250 to £200 for the under 80’s and from £400 to £300 for those over 80.
   Frank Cooper NPC president said “It is shocking that around 3m pensioners spend more that 10% of their income on fuel and that every time there is a 1% increase in bills a further 40,000 fall into fuel poverty”.
   The winter fuel allowance used to cover a third of fuel bills now it’s just a fifth
. 
(
NPC Bulletin number 47
)
)
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KEEP THE POST PUBLIC CAMPAIGN - UPDATE
) (
Webb Pensions minister.  
   One of the expected  bidders for a 
privatised Royal Mail TNT 
have 
warn
ed
 of
 creating a private monopoly (fearing 
 they would have to pay more to dump their mail
 on any other company
).
   
To ‘fatten up’ Royal Mail in advance of the proposed sell-off the price of postage is to rise from April 2011 by 15%
.
(previous requests by Royal Mail  to the 
‘independent’ 
regulator
 for large rises were refused. Ed.).
)

 (
will be financially disastrous to separate the network of Post Offices from Royal Mail , forcing more closures as Royal Mail business is lost  There is much misinformation of the effects. A large number are already closed ‘temporarily’ or up for sale.
   The reports of ‘private’ Lib-Dem ministerial discontent  with coalition policies include Postal Bill sponsor Business Secretary Vince Cable (a demo & rally in his seat on January 22
nd
 2011), 
PO
 minister Ed Davey & 
Steve
) (
  The successful
 
 & well attended Rally, Demo & Lobby on December 15
th
 in 
London
 was followed by local events in marg
inal con
stituencies on December 18th.
   Furt
her events are planned in 
the New Y
ear are
 January 9
th
 rally and 
 demo in P
rime 
M
inister 
 David Cameron’s
 Witney
 seat
; on January 12
th
 in London when the Postal Bill gets it’s 3
rd
 reading and will focus on how it 
)
 (
Table from left to right: Kate Green MP, Dot Gibson NPC General Secretary, Doreen Watson CWU NW Retired Chair, Graham Wilson CWU NW Retired Secretary, Stephen Lowe AGEUK Social Care Policy Advisor
Forum audience in deep concentration
Tony Monks from 
Preston
 makes an important point
Retired Assistant Secretary Alan Trotter
) (
  
 
Sixty five Retired Members 
gathered at the Mechanics Institute in 
Manchester
 on Friday 
Nov.
12th 2010. They heard:
Kate Green MP
 give a critical appraisal of Coalition policies to deal with the deficit; criticise the change from RPI to CPI for pension increases & doubt how permanent the link with earnings would be. Greatest concern are cuts to care & housing benefits & local authority cuts impact on the elderly & needy. She gave cautious support to the proposed £140pw pension (which benefited women most). She asked that Ed Milliband be given time to move the party towards becoming an effective opposition, meantime we should not just oppose government policy for the sake of it.
Stephen Lowe AGEUK
 say funding for social care is in crisis. More people living longer needing more care at a time of recession is a perfect storm with home care seeing 250,000 extra people unable to get the help they need. Of the extra £2bn allotted to Local Councils £1bn comes from the NHS and is not ring-fenced. The Care Commission report due next year
 must 
recommend state funding for care
.
Dot Gibson NPC
 remark
 the achievements
 of the past have been neglected & lost. In 1945, when the country was in even direr straits, a mass movement for social justice established the NHS & Welfare State, now the targets for severe funding cuts & privatisation of services (started by Labour) & the pace is likely to in
crease
. Labour needs 
to re
focus befo
re it deserves our support
. Instead of hitting the ‘undeserving poor’ target &
 
highlight the un
-
deserving rich with their truly gold-plated pension pots, off-shore tax havens, mega-salaries & bonuses. She urged everyone to talk with their families about rededicating to the Welfare State
, what kind of society we want & 
need, join the NPC, TUC & others campaigning against the cuts.   
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 (
COMPREHENSIVE
SPENDING
REVIEW
) (
WHAT’S BEING CUT?
   The Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR) was announced on the 20
th
 of October 2010. A full Spending Review briefing is available at:
www.npcuk.org
) (
MINISTER IN A MUDDLE OVER NI FUND
  
Pensions Minister, Steve Webb, seems to have got himself confused over the (NI) National Insurance
Fund.
  In common with many of his predecessors Mr. Webb claims there is no fund 
n
or any surplus that the government could use to pay higher state pensions.
  But in a recent letter sent to fellow MP he states that “contributions paid in can only be used to pay for contributory benefits” and that any surplus “is held in a short-term investment account run by the 
Commissioners for the Reduction of the National Debt (CRND)”.
  Mr. Webb goes on to admit “in practice this means the government will borrow less from elsewhere.”
  Frank Cooper President of the NPC said “Quite clearly the fund exists, there’s a massive balance in it and rather than paying out higher pensions the government is borrowing the money to balance the books” 
(
Bailing out banks comes to mind. Ed.)
  “It’s a real scandal because if the government needs extra money they should raise it openly and honestly rather than going behind everyone’s back and effectively taking it out of the pockets of pensioners.”
  The CRND confirm that the latest surplus in the fund 
is
:
£41billion
(NPC Bulletin number 45)
(This money could and should be used to lift pensioners out of poverty. Ed.)
NPC Briefing paper on the NI Fund available at
:
 
www.npcuk.org
    
   
RURAL PENSIONERS FACE EXTRA COSTS
 
   
To cure our failing Social Care system the Coalition’s ‘big idea’ 
is to rely on individuals &
 local communities rather than the state or local authorities by setting up
: personal budgets for those in receipt of services; encouraging the private & voluntary sector to provide the services; reduce statutory monitoring and inspection and rely on the community to act as whistleblowers on poor standards, neglect & abuse; encourage more use of unpaid family & informal carers to reduce costs to the state.
   Dot Gibson (NPC General Secretary) says “This ‘Big Society’ approach will leave many older people with reduced levels of care, poor quality services and virtually no legal protection. It’s more of a nightmare than a vision of care.” (NPC Bulletin number 47)
Postscript
:
 
Care minister Paul Burstow
 
 
has twice been “too busy” this year to meet representatives from the NPC.
(from NPC Bulletin number 46)
    
DIY SOCIAL CARE
THE COALITION’S VISION
CWU 
North West
 Region Retired Members Forum November 12
th
 2010 at 
Manchester
 Mechanics Institute
Table from L-R: Kate Green MP, Dot Gibson NPC, Doreen Watson CWU NW Retired Chair, Graham Wilson CWU NW Retired Secretary, Stephen Lowe Age 
UK
£140 PENSION FOR ALL?
  Deliberately leaked two days before the coalition cuts were announced & despite the cautious welcome by Kate Green MP, mainly as it benefits future women pensioners (see Page 2), as always with the coalition’s policies the ‘devil is in the detail’. 
   As officials were questioned by the media it emerged the proposals would only apply to future pensioners 
after 2015
 with much of the detail still to be worked out. Those with a full SERPS and/or graduated pension record would be no better off and those on pension credit might have to pay their council tax and housing costs in full.
   Neil Duncan-Jordan officer of the NPC said “What started the day as a possible good news story ended up more like a dog’s breakfast”. It was just a headline grabbing stunt to deflect criticism amidst all the bad news of the cuts. 
(NPC Bulletin Number 46)
Footnote:
 
The official poverty line in 2009 was £165. Ed.
   Research from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation has shown that those living in rural communities need a higher income to meet the extra costs involved, such as heating and transport. A pensioner couple living in a village were said to need an extra £43 a week in order to run a car or pay for taxis due to the lack of public transport. Poorer less energy efficient housing also requires more money to be spent on heating. For years the rural poverty of pensioners has been overlooked.
   Peter Raynor NPC vice-president said any “cuts to bus grants and winter fuel do nothing to help
 isolated older people”. One in five pensioners are living below the poverty line,32% have no savings, all they have is the currently inadequate state pension
.    
(
NPC
 Bullettin No47)
  
)
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HELP AND ADVICE
) (
Walkden House
10 Melton Street
London
 
NW1 2EJ
Tel: 020-7383-0388
E-mail
: 
info@npcuk.org
Website:
 
www.npcuk.org
) (
          
Legal Services
 
 
Helpline: 0800 8046674
CWU Headquarters
150 The Broadway
Wimbledon, 
London
SW19 1RX
Tel: 020-8971-7200
E-mail: 
info@cwu.org
Website: 
www.cwu.org
or contact your Branch Secretary
        
age
UK
(formerly Age Concern & Help the Aged)
Advice Helpline:
0800 107 8977
 (8am-7pm)
E-mail: 
contact@ageuk.org.uk
Website: 
www.ageuk.org
Regional Secretary’s Report
:
(Carl Webb)
 Centred mainly on the Keep The Post Public campaign (see page 1). He also expressed his disappointment at the non-representation of some 
North West
 branches at these meetings stressing that while some branches are happy to receive the rebate for retired members they do little or nothing for them. 
G
uest Speaker:
 Chris Murphy (of Simpson Millar Solicitors and former CWU NEC member) informed the meeting of the benefits available to retired members and their family through Simpson Millar and the CWU panel of solicitors. These included road traffic accidents, wills service advice on care home fees, financial services, industrial disease compensation (particularly asbestosis), conveyancy, payment protection insurance, personal injury. He stressed that members should not consider no win no fee agents who are just after a solicitors referral fee. Use the union’s solicitors and keep such fees in house. (The CWU Legal Services Helpline phone number is opposite in the next column).
Motions:
 3 motions are to be submitted by Branches to the Retired Members Conference in February: two are on Social Care (Manchester Clerical Branch and Central & West Lancs Branch) and one on RPI v CPI (North West No1 Branch)
Any Other Business:
 Regional Secretary is to take to the next Regional meeting a proposal that printing of large circulation publications e.g. this newsletter is undertaken by an outside firm as this will be cheaper. He also asked representatives present to ask sister branches in their area why they do not send their own representatives to any of these meetings.  
The date of the next NW Council meeting is March 30
th
 2011
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS NEWSLETTER ARE THE WRITER’S PERSONAL VIEWS AND NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE CWU
CWU NORTH WEST REGION RETIRED MEMBERS COUNCIL AGM DECEMBER 14
TH
 2010
Election of Retired Chair, Ass. Secretary and Editor
:
 
Doreen Watson, Alan Trotter and John Gaherty were elected un
-
opposed respectively
.
Secretary’s Report
:
 
(Graham
 
Wilson)
 His report on the year began with the 
General Election
which produced a coalition that is doing pensioners and working people no favours. 
Forum
 
November 12
th
 (see page 2). 
Grey Matters
 has been resurrected (thanked Editor)) next issue in January with a Special to follow after Retired Conference (Feb 3rd) 
CWU Annual Conference
 2010
 
tried to change 
Death Benefit 
though NEC motion was excluded it is sure to return. 
National Pensioners Convention 
held pre-election rally to protect public services; held Parliament in June where retired issues were debated thoroughly; demo on the cuts and lobby of MP’s in October (which I attended and met my MP and expressed my concern over the range of pensioner issues). 
The Year Ahead
Post Office Privatisation 
Lobby of MP’s attended by myself, Alan Trotter and many postal colleagues heard Billy Hayes and Dave Ward set out the strategy. A contribution from Dennis Skinner MP likened our struggle to that of the miners except that we had public support. 
The change from RPI to CPI for index linking to pension rises
 This will have far reaching and long lasting detrimental effects and needs to be rescinded. 
I fear this coming year will see many more people taking to the streets as the students have done (we can do without the violence). The TUC is to hold a rally against the cuts on March 26
th
 in Hyde Park London.
                                            
GTW
 
Your views or articles on any retired issues would be very welcome and be useful in putting together any future editions of this newsletter.
Please send any letters and contributions to:
NW Regional Secretary
302A 
Barlow Moor Road
Manchester
 M21 8AY
or E-Mail
northwestregion@cwu.org
)
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