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NORTH WEST REGION 


RETIRED SECRETARY’S REPORT        RETIRED MEMBERS FORUM





   It has been many months since ‘Grey Matters’ was published. I am pleased that John Gaherty has taken up the mantle of editor. He will need your support in the way of letters and contributions if ‘Grey Matters’ is to be published regularly.


   Only a month after the General Election and the mood of the NPC Parliament in June was apprehensive, worried about the strategy and effects particularly for pensioners of the new Coalition. It was felt that the ordinary people were going to pay for the recklessness of bankers. The fears were justified as VAT was raised to 20%, public expenditure was to be cut by at least 25% and local authorities are already planning massive job cuts ahead of the Comprehensive Spending Review on October 20th.


   Pensions Minister Steve Webb has admitted £97:65p is “not enough” that has not stopped Winter Fuel Allowance being a target for cuts, means testing to continue and lower pension rises for the future. The Institute of Fiscal Studies has described the June Budget as regressive and that low income families are set to lose the most.


   It is plain that increased pressure and louder voices are needed to mitigate the plans of the Coalition. You join the debate and your voice can be heard at our Forum on November 12th when we shall have 3 knowledgeable and respected speakers to give their interpretation of the effects of Coalition policy. I look forward to seeing you there (details opposite).


SOCIAL CARE


   The parlous state of UK Social Care is a disgrace. Both residential and home care leave a lot to be desired. Workers in the ‘Care Industry’ are poorly paid and trained and lack understanding of the concept of quality care. As overall health improves so leading to an older population the cost of healthcare for the aged is forcing pensioners to use most of their savings or sell their houses to pay for their care. This runs counter to the values of the Welfare State.


   Local authorities are planning deep cuts to their spending. How can they do so without affecting essential services the most vulnerable rely on. Day Care and Community Centres, Domiciliary and Residential Care will all have to take a hit. It beggars belief that we are all in this together and cuts will be fair across society


   A Commission set up in July tasked to recommend how care is provided and be funded in future. Any recommendations must include: being fair and sustainable; individual contributions must not cause destitution; be consistent across the country; improve standards & a National Care Service paid for by taxation.     GTW








  The North West Region Retired Members’ Secretary Graham Wilson carries the National Retired  banner through Blackpool on the NPC march to the Winter Gardens where the National Pensioners Convention Annual Parliament was taking place on June 4th.  





  At the CWU 2010 Annual Conference   a motion standing in the name of the  


NEC proposed getting rid of the Death Grant altogether. It was defeated. However another motion also by the National Executive calling for a review of the whole of the CWU was not heard and was referred to be heard in 2011. Part of that motion was a review of the Death Grant. So this issue is not going to go away.


  Between now and next year’s Annual Conference it must be made clear to our Branch Officials and membership that any move to withdraw the Grant must be resisted.


  The Death Grant is one of the main reasons that most members choose to stay in the CWU in retirement. As                                  membership of Retired Sections is already falling, what we don’t need is something like this that will make recruitment even more difficult.           JG





DEATH GRANT UNDER THREAT





RECEIVE THE NATIONAL PENSIONERS CONVENTION MONTHLY MAGAZINE ‘CAMPAIGN’ DIRECT TO YOUR COMPUTER  


E-Mail: info@npcuk.org





 The popular North West Region Retired Members Forum is to resume on Friday November 12th after a break of two years.


   The current situation of severe cuts affecting pensioners should ensure both a good attendance and a lively debate.


   The speakers booked for the Forum are: Dot Gibson General Secretary of the NPC; Stephen Lowe (Policy Advisor Social Care) of AgeUK and Kate Green Labour MP for Stretford and Urmston (a member of the DWP Commons Select Committee).


The Forum is open to all Retired Members, spouses, partners and guests





    Here we go again. Recent opinion polls say 70% of the public want a 100% publicly owned Post Office yet the coalition are proposing to privatise all Royal Mail. In return they will underwrite the pension deficit, ironically the policy of a previous Tory Government allowing Royal Mail a 13 year ‘pensions holiday’ which helped to create the deficit.


   The rumoured cuts to Public Services have produced much opposition from organisations representing the police and staff in vital public services. Together with the equally unpopular sell off of Royal Mail a ‘Winter of Discontent’ is brewing that will dwarf 1978. The Coalition policies are in danger of producing a catastrophe of ‘Poll Tax’ proportions.


   The only ‘up side’ is that the opposition to these universally unpopular measures will see off these ‘back to the 80’s’ Tories and their ‘nodding dog’ coalition partners.                                JG


                             





 The late and much missed Retired Secretary Stan Skinkiss was honoured at a ceremony at the Regional Office on July 22nd as the board-room was named the ‘Stan Skinkiss Room’.


 This is well deserved recognition of the many years of service Stan gave as a CWU Official





 both locally and nationally. He also attended many meetings over the years with the TUC and NPC campaigning on behalf of pensioners tirelessly.


 The high attendance at the ceremony was testimony of the high regard in which he was held. Speaker after speaker recalled their fond memories of Stan and the     








in the Local Bus subsidy will drive up concessionary fares and threaten the Free Bus Pass.                       Although many of the measures it was expected that this review would include like Winter Fuel Allowance and Free Eye Tests and Prescriptions no guarantees have been given for the future,


   Dot Gibson of the NPC has said “These cuts will hurt millions of older people through lower pensions, reduced care services and fewer bus services”. The Coalition Care Minister Paul Burstow is “too busy” to meet NPC  representatives (for the second time this year). Testimony enough to the Coalition’s indifference to pensioner issues.





   A summary of the Spending Review is on page 3.  


 JG 


    








     While on the face of it the cuts that affect pensioners do not seem as severe as was feared the ‘knock on’ effects of the large reductions in Local Council grants do. It is beyond credibility for the Coalition to claim ‘efficiency’ savings alone will fill the gap. The staff cuts that will be needed to balance Local Government budgets will reduce or wipe out services that the elderly depend. Community and Day Care Centres will be closed; home and residential care will be reduced; the cut 








BOARDROOM DEDICATED ‘THE STAN SKINKISS ROOM’





great respect they had for him both as a man and a colleague.


 The dedication was also attended by Stan’s widow Pat and members of his family. After Pat had unveiled the plaque she thanked everyone who had attended for this fitting and much appre-


ciated tribute.            JG





FORTHCOMING EVENTS





November 12th


CWU North West Retired Members


Forum at the Mechanics Institute


Manchester (details Page 2)





December 14th


CWU North West Retired Members Council Annual General Meeting at the Mechanics Institute Manchester





February 3rd 2011


CWU Retired Members Annual Conference at CWU Headquarters in Wimbledon London





�





COMPREHENSIVE SPENDING REVIEW





ROYAL MAIL  SELL OFF IS BACK





Retired Secretary:  Graham Wilson        Assistant Secretary:  Alan Trotter          Retired Chair: Doreen Watson


   Regional Office:  302A BARLOW MOOR ROAD  CHORLTON PARK  MANCHESTER  M21 8AY     Tel: 0161 881 9450


    Mobile: 07850 019 602     REGIONAL SECRETARY: CARL WEBB        E-MAIL: northwestregion@cwu.org





GREY MATTERS


THE NEWSLETTER FOR NORTH WEST REGION RETIRED MEMBERS





NEW NORTH WEST BRANCH





   On January 1st 2011 a new North West Branch comes into being. This is because the Bolton and Bury, Oldham & Rochdale and Wigan Amal Branches are merging to form the North West No1 Branch.


   This is good news for the retired members in Oldham, Rochdale and Wigan. It will provide an opportunity to be-come involved with an active retired section. For several years the Bolton & Bury have held monthly meetings that have provided the members with useful information and advice on retired issues.


   Bolton & Bury Retired Members Secretary Kevan Taylor writes: “If there are any retired members from Oldham, Rochdale or Wigan who wish to come along and see what we are hoping to extend to them in the future they will be very welcome.


   The Retired Section meets every last Wednesday of the month at the Hen & Chickens Pub (opposite the main Post Office) Deansgate, Bolton. It is a short walk from both the main bus & railway stations.. 


   They mainly social affairs. After short reports from a Section and a Branch Officer it’s time to enjoy the refresh-ments that are provided by the Branch.”


   








BBC ‘QUESTION TIME’ BREAKTHROUGH FOR NPC





   Following this year’s Parliament in Blackpool the NPC gave notice to the BBC that if an invitation to appear on their Question Time programme was not forthcoming they would hold a demonstration outside BBC HQ. It was after many e-mails & letters sent to the producer the BBC relented.


   An NPC representative will now be invited to appear around the time that the Government’s cuts were starting to be felt by older people, expected to be in late autumn.


   Not only will it raise the profile of the NPC as the main campaigning voice for older people but will also mean pensioners views will be from someone who is not a hand-picked political professional. (Campaign issue 43)





 





  It’s only taken two months for the new Government to ‘stitch up’ pensioners. 


  Their sleight of hand in linking future pension rises to the lower Consumer Price Index (which does not include things like mortgages) instead of the Retail Price Index (a more realistic measure of living costs) means that year on year the value of pensions will reduce.


   The rises projected in April 2011 based on 2.5% will only produce an additional *£1.45p (based on a single pension of *£97.65p per week). By 2016 CPI will only amount to a pension of *£111.45p. If RPI was used by 2016 the pension would have risen to *£119.65p. 


   The Coalition’s boast that they are looking after the elderly is sadly ‘All Smoke and Mirrors’.(* figures from NPC)                                               


    





HELP AND ADVICE





19-23 Ironmongers Row


London 


EC1V 3QN


Tel: 020-7553-6510


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@npcuk.org" ��info@npcuk.org�


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.npcuk.org" ��www.npcuk.org�





From November 1st 2010





Walkden House


10 Melton Street


London 


NW1 2EJ


Tel: 020-7383-0388





E-mail and Website addresses are unchanged











�





          Legal Services 


 Helpline: 0800 8046674


CWU Headquarters


150 The Broadway


Wimbledon, London


SW19 1RX


Tel: 020-8971-7200


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@cwu.org" ��info@cwu.org�


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cwu.org" ��www.cwu.org�


or contact your Branch Secretary





        ageUK


(formerly Age Concern & Help the Aged)


Advice Helpline:


0800 107 8977 (8am-7pm)





E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:contact@ageuk.org.uk" ��contact@ageuk.org.uk�


Website: www.ageuk.org








TOO OLD FOR LEARNING?





Not with CWU Lifelong Learning    


    At the NW Retired Council meeting on the 20th of October Paul Allen of the CWU Solve Project explained the learning options available to retired members both in his own Merseyside area and the North West in general. He stressed the great advantages of learning with people your own age and stressed that retired members should grasp this opportunity.


   Anyone interested in seeing what the CWU has to offer should visit the NW website  northwestregion@cwu.org    click on education then lifelong learning for a list of centres, courses and contact details. Paul Allen’s contact details are:





CWU Solve Project, 


First Class Learning Centre, Copperas Hill,


LIVERPOOL


L3 1AA


Telephone: 0151 242 4138


e-mail: paul_allen1@sky.com





JG








THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS NEWSLETTER ARE THE WRITER’S PERSONAL VIEWS AND NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE CWU





EDITORIAL





   My name is John Gaherty and I have been persuaded to edit this newsletter by the North West Retired Council.


   I am a former Branch Official of Bolton and Bury Branch serving in a variety of roles including Branch Secretary. I am presently the Retired Chairman of that Branch. 


   Apart from letters, flyers, etc. I have no experience of producing anything like this so you will have to bear with me.


   The next few years will bring a great many challenges for pensioners and involvement will be the key to tackling the many problems we will face. Go to your Section and Branch meetings and let your officials know how you want them to represent your views.


   If there are any letters or articles you would like to send on any retired issue please post to: The North West Regional Secretary Carl Webb at 302A Barlow Moor Road, Manchester M21 8AY or


Send by e-mail to:        � HYPERLINK "mailto:northwestregion@cwu.org" ��northwestregion@cwu.org�


Any letters or articles will be most welcome and helpful in putting together any future editions of this newsletter





 








   Know anyone who did not stay in the CWU when they retired and wished they had? Tell them they can now re-join as an Associate Member


   For a monthly payment of £3.56p they can enjoy all the benefits of a full retired member, but without entitlement to a Death Grant. 


   Associate membership is also available to anyone who has never been a member of the CWU e.g. Spouses or Partners.


Please contact your Branch for details and/or application forms                                   JG








Spending Review Round Up


The basic state pension will linked to the lower Consumer Price Index from 2012


Maximum Savings Credit will be frozen for four years at £20.52 (single) and £27.09 (couple)


State retirement age will rise to 66 for men and women by 2020


Social care funding at least £4bn short of current demand


No decision on the level of next year’s winter fuel payment


Council tax freeze in 2011/12


27% cuts in local government funding


Local bus subsidy cut by 20% 








PENSION RISE TO £140 FOR ALL?





   Just two day’s before the NPC’s  lobby of Parliament on October 27th the department of Works & Pensions leaked that plans were being made to scrap the means-tested pension credit and raise the state pension to £140 a week (official poverty level £165 in 2009).


   As always with the Coalition this apparent good news faded as the day wore on. This proposal would only apply to future pen-sioners after 2015; those already with a full SERPS or grad-uated pension record would be no better off; those on Pension Credit might end up having to pay their council tax and housing costs in full.


   NPC national officer Neil Duncan-Jordan said  “ What started out as a possible good news story ended up like a dogs breakfast”. The NPC is calling on ministers to explain their proposals fully.


(extracted from Campaign issue 46) 








