

CWU Briefing on the North West Regional Labour Conference  
Southport Floral Hall and Convention Centre 
November 6-7, 2010

Delegates came to Southport to take the fight to the Coalition Government starting at Oldham and the attendance of just under 700 comrades would have been larger if it were not for that campaign being underway. Many attendees were some of the 5000 new northwest members who have joined since the General Election. The weekend was an opportunity to lobby and push CWU issues to other unions, MP’s, Shadow Ministers, Councillors, MEP’s and other Labour members with the privatisation of Royal Mail being the central topic. The Regional Political Committee had obtained the full back page of the conference guides with a banner of “Royal Mail & The New Politics”.  

Over the weekend the delegations main campaigning initiatives were to Deliver Digital Britain; Keep the Post Public, The Peoples Bank, Justice for Agency Workers and to keep BT jobs in Barrow. These, and the contemporary issues, were discussed at the delegates meeting prior to conference. 

Intention was for delegates to split and attend separate forum sessions allowing us to get an overview of current policies and to get the last question/statement (usually the most noted) into various debates. Although the delegation was smaller than in the past it was well balanced with delegates from RM, BT, 02 and Retired members.      

As well as the general conference, policy forums and training sessions we ran the most popular stall which was continually visited thorough the weekend as seen below. 


       









Delegates attended fringe meetings and training opportunities which included:

A Million Voices for Public Services with Arlene McCarthy MEP, Vice Chair of the Economic & Monetary Affairs Committee. 
To AV or not to AV ? chaired by MP Stephen Twigg and sponsored by The Electoral Reform Society.
The Future of the NHS with MP Helen Jones.
Policing and our communities with MP Graham Jones 
Working with trade unions UNISON’S Bill Berry & UNITE’S John Broughton 
Creating and taking impressive images 
Targeting and effective campaigning 
Leadership 
New Media
Your seat and electoral data 

Ed Miliband was not in attendance, preferring to be away at with his partner, Justine Thornton, who had their second child over the weekend. However in Blue Peter style he had prepared a video noting that under his leadership Labour will be radical and reforming, “… addressing inequalities, supporting aspirations and expanding opportunities for all…..drawing on the energy and passion of party members and wining back trust for Labour”.

The North West has five MPs represented in the Shadow Cabinet as well as Tony Lloyd, as Chair of the Parliamentary Labour Party:
Andy Burnham is Shadow Secretary of State for Education and Election Coordinator
Maria Eagle is Shadow Secretary of State for Transport
Angela Eagle is Shadow Chief Secretary to the Treasury 
Ivan Lewis is Shadow Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport 
Shaun Woodward is Shadow Secretary of State for Northern Ireland 

Contemporary Issues.

We were the first up and “Alternative to the sale and break up of Royal Mail” was moved by Carl Webb with delegates from UNITE and USDAW going to the rostrum to support and it received unanimous support. 

Barrow and Furness CLP raised the need to establish and maintain sustainable employment and high quality infrastructure in more geographically peripheral areas of the regions such as on Cumbria’s Furness and West Coast noting the devastating effect there can be for communities when these encounter difficulties. Ian Tomlinson took the opportunit y to go to the rostrum to speak about BT Jobs in Barrow.      

UNISON showed that public spending cuts will hit the poorest groups and communities hardest. Conference rejected the education, health and welfare proposals that will skew public services away from universal provision toward segregated and increasingly privatised provision and resolved fully engage in campaigns that reject the obscene policies of the coalition, but instead supported recovery through investment in public services thus protecting the most vulnerable. This funded through progressive taxation, including measures to tackle tax avoidance and a ‘Robin Hood Tax’ on financial transactions to fund public services in the UK and globally.  

Warrington South CLP raised the issue of the closure of the North West Development Agency and it’s replacement with the unprepared LEPs. This system will have a detrimental effect on jobs and investment in more remote parts of the North West and a negative impact on the economy of our region as a whole.

Unite discussed the cuts to the school building programme which will mean that many of our children will continue to receive an education whilst the walls come crumbling down, sometimes literally. 

USDAW condemned the spending cuts with specific reference to women and low pay. The Coalition government’s first act was to hit the poorest hardest by increasing VAT, attacking financial support for families and cutting vital public services. The delegate raised fundamental opposition to freezing child benefit and ending its universality whilst ending the Child Trust Fund that encouraged a savings culture in a new generation at a time when too many families are reliant on personal debt. Brian Kenny took this opportunity to talk of the savage cuts that will hit home first in the northwest.
 

In conclusion

The CWU in the North West will continue to play a prominent role within the Labour Party. We are not merely foot soldiers to be dragged out at election time but we will work with individual CLPs and their MPs in campaigning work where we can rely on their support for our own aspirations whilst supporting the vulnerable and the voiceless.

Delegates will have left the weekend stronger, gaining momentum in attacking the Coalition, exposing their lies and exposing the opportunistic hypocrisy of the Little Yellow Tories who sold their souls to get a ride in a ministerial car. Overall, it was an excellent and productive conference for both the CWU and for NW Labour.



CWU Delegates 
Karen Bosson 	-	Manchester Combined 
Sandra Walmsley	-	Manchester Clerical 
Maeve Kennedy 	-	Central & West Lancs
Tony Monks		-	Central & West Lancs
Brian Kenny		-	Liverpool Clerical 
Ian Moran		-	Wigan Amal
Steve Large		-	East Lancs Amal 
Derek Maylor	-	Merseyside & SW Lancs 
Ian Tomlinson	-	Regional Political Officer 
Carl Webb 		-	Regional Secretary 

CWU Resolution
ALTERNATIVE TO THE SALE AND BREAK UP OF ROYAL MAIL  
Conference agrees that the future of Royal Mail is absolutely essential for the communities that we represent in the North West whether these are urban, suburban or rural.

Conference notes the publication by the Government on the 10th September of the update on the Hooper Report.  Conference registers that this contains a wide-ranging attack on Royal Mail and the universal service by proposing its privatisation and break-up.

No private company will consider it profitable to provide a daily, universal one-price-goes-anywhere service to every isolated rural community or small towns in the North West. 

Privatisation will mean separation of Royal Mail and the Post Office network, putting the very existence of many more North West post offices that play such a key role in the region’s communities at risk.

Vince Cable has posed as a critic of the reckless excess present in financial circles. This is pure pretence. In the same speech, he promised to give Royal Mail to the same gamblers, spivs and asset-strippers that brought the British economy to its knees costing thousands of workers and families their lively hoods.   

The Business Transformation Agreement recently reached between Royal Mail and the CWU offers a three year modernisation deal which is already being introduced progressively across the country. This involves a genuine restructuring of the company. 

The historic pension’s deficit is being resolved by the Trustees and Royal Mail without the need for privatisation by extending the repayment period to ensure long term stability. 

Conference recognises the valuable contribution of the region’s postal workers to local communities and business in the North West.  Conference further recognises the importance to the 7 million residents and 252,000 businesses across the North West of continuing to receive mail six days a week, with the promise that “one price goes everywhere” whether you live in Manchester, Pendle, Barrow or Liverpool. 

Conference further notes that the North West Labour Party has a proud tradition of opposing the privatisation of Royal Mail and fully rejects the coalition’s government’s proposal to sell and break up Royal Mail and pledges itself to support the Campaign to Keep the Post Public.  Conference also calls upon all North West Labour MPs and MEPs to campaign and vote against the Government’s proposed Bill.
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