[image: image1.png]HOW TO LOBBY
YOUR

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT




[image: image2.png]A GUIDE ON HOW TO LOBBY YOUR MP

LOBBYING

Lobbying is the practice of making representations to Members of Parliament and
Government. This is done by individuals and organisations in order to change policy or
bring matters to the attention of the Member.

The procedure is to submit a Green Card, available from Central Lobby, in person to the
barrier staff of the House of Commons. The officials in the building will then make
every possible attempt to find the MP and ask her/him to meet you in the Central Lobby.

What is a mass Lobby?

A mass Lobby is when a large number of people go to the House of Commons to raise
their concetn with each of their MPs at the same time. Many people never contact their
MP and by just writing can make a big difference. So, think how much more of an
impact turning up to meet your MP in person at Westminster can make!

Anyone intending to organise a mass lobby to the House of Commons must contact the
Serjeant at Arms Department (020 7219 5555) well in advance of the intended date to
ensure admission.  This has already been done by CWU HQ. It would be useful if you
also made contact.

Why Lobby?

Lobbying is, simply, trying to influence a decision, in person, by letter or through the
media. At its most fundamental level, it’s a potential exchange of interests: ‘If you
support us on this issue, people like us will vote for yow’. Or, in more extreme cases:. ‘If
you support us on this issue, we’ll stop making your life a misery in the media’.
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You might decide to approach your MP:

To influence a decision which is about to be made by Parliament.

To gain their help with your campaign.

To persuade them to take action on your behalf.

To force an MP, who might be sitting on the fence, to show where their
allegiances lie.

Because your MP could be useful to you in the future.

Because, through garnering the support of policy makers, you may be able to
influence decisions on potential legistation.

There are a number of things you can do before the mass Lobby:

Contact your MP to tell them about the mass Lobby and get the date in their diary.
Collect messages of support for the Lobby from individuals, organisations, etc.

Collect messages of support for the Lobby from individuals, organisations, in
your constituency to give your MP on the day.

9 Rules to follow when meeting your MP:
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Be clear about the purpose of the meeting.

A Lobby visit is a conversation, don’t give a lecture.
Stick to the basics.

Keep the conversation on track.

Don’t lose your temper.

Get a commitment.

Don’t be intimidated.

If you can’t answer a question, don’t try.

Remember to follow up.
















