	



	
	


Dear 

Royal Mail – EDM 428


I’m writing to you to ask you to add your voice to the growing list of MPs from all parties who are supporting the campaign calling on the government to abandon its plans for privatisation of Royal Mail.

I am gravely concerned about the government’s plans for privatisation and its effect on rural areas of your constituency and would like to see the government think again about their proposals. I would urge you to strongly reject the idea that Royal Mail and the postal service should be privatised.
I understand that your party leaders are in support of the recommendations in the Hooper report, but on this issue I would ask you to support your constituents by signing EDM 428 and write to the Secretary of State for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Lord Mandelson and the Minister responsible for postal affairs Pat McFadden to further highlight your constituents concerns.
EDM 428 Royal Mail

Geraldine Smith 

That this House notes that the Labour Party Conference 2008, with the backing of Ministers, supported a vision of a wholly publicly-owned, integrated Royal Mail Group; welcomes the conclusion of the Hooper Report that the current universal service obligation offered by Royal Mail, including six days a week delivery, must be protected and that the primary duty of a new regulator should be to maintain it; further welcomes the recommendations in the Report that the Government should take responsibility for the pensions deficit which followed an extended contributions holiday; endorses the call for a new relationship between management and postal unions and welcomes the commitment of the Communication Workers Union to negotiate an agreement which would support the modernisation of the industry; observes that in 2007 the Government agreed to a £1.2 billion loan facility on commercial terms to modernise Royal Mail operations; rejects the recommendation of the Hooper Report to sell a minority stake in Royal Mail which would risk fracturing one of Britain's greatest public services; further notes that the Government is currently advertising for a new Chair of Royal Mail; and urges the Secretary of State to appoint a Chair and management team who are committed to the principles of a modern public enterprise.
I look forward to your favourable reply, and please do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss.



Yours sincerely

